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- Presents the most important 20th century critique of major works from The Odyssey through modern literature - The critical essays reflect a number of schools of criticism - Contains critical biographies, notes on the contributing critics, a chronology of the author's life, and an index Chaucer is one of the great writers who defeats almost all criticism, a trait he shares with Shakespeare, Cervantes and Tolstoj.
There are writers of the same magnitude-Dante, Milton, Word-worth, Proust-who provoke inspired commentary (in the midst of much more that are trod at), but Chaucer, like his few peers, has such mismetic power that the critic is disarmed, and so is left either with nothing or with everything yet to do. Much criticism of Chaucer is merely historical, or even theological, as if Chaucer should be read as a top
version of medieval Christianity. But I myself am not a Chaucerian scholar, which is why I write this introduction and edit this volume only as a general literary critic, and as an ordinary reader of Chaucer.Along with Shakespeare and a handful of the major novelists in English, Chaucer carries the language further into the unimaginable triumphs of representation of reality than should be possible. The
Pardoner and Wife of Bath, like Hamlet and Falstaff, question almost every kind of criticism that is now in vogue. What sense does it make to talk about Pardoner or Wife of Bath as being just a structure of tropes, or to say that any narrative they tell has suspended its referential aspect almost entirely? The most Chaucerian and best of all Chaucer critics, E. Talbot Donaldson, remarks from the general
prologue to Canterbury Tales that: The extraordinary quality of the portraits is their vitality, the illusion that each gives the reader that the character described is not a fiction but a person, so it looks as if the poet has not created but merely recorded. SIGN UP TODAY! Full access to this book and over 83,000 more Over 14 million magazine, magazine and newspaper articles Access to effective writing and
research tools After the doctor's depressing tale, the host asks the pardon to tell a funny story to cheer everyone up. The pilgrims who know the pardon make him promise that history cannot be piquant; they want a narrative of moral virtue. The Pardoner begins by describing all his tricks of the trade in his work. He explains to pilgrims that he always uses greed is the root of all evil as his theme when
preaching, the better to loosen the purse strings of his audience. By demonstrating the hard sales he gives when he arrives in a city, Pardoner describes some of his relics and their healing properties. All relics are fake, he admits, but he doesn't care. He also makes pilgrims understand that he only preaches to make money so much that he does not hesitate to take it from even a poor widow with Children.
He says he's a good speaker. Talking. in some Latin phrases to punch things up a bit, and quote the Bible and philosophy to sound serious. He points out that many good sermons come from evil intentions, so his love of money should make no difference. He can still inspire repentance in his audience, even if he only does it to get rich. The Pardoner's TaleThree friends in Flanders are the worst guys you
could imagine. They drink and party all night and day, love to gamble, drink, binge-eat, flirt, swear, and generally self-debauchery. At this point, the Pardoner digress from its story to detail the evil of all these vices. He delivers mini-sermons on drunkenness, gluttony, gambling, and ed swearing, using biblical and historical examples and showing how all these sins are interrelated. After mini-sermons, the
pardoner returns to the story of the three revelers. While at a pub one morning (before Mass-gasp!), troublemakers see a corpse carried by. A young waiter tells them the body is one of their friends, killed by someone named Death, who has been around and killing everyone. Furious, the three swear a covenant of brotherhood and declare their intention to work together to kill this death, which has had a
field day under the plague. When the bartender tells them they can find Death in a nearby village, off they go to look for him. After traveling about a mile, the young men meet with a withering old man, bent over and just wasting away. They rudely ask him why he's so old. He explains that no one wants to swap their youth for his age, and although he has pleaded with the earth to accept his body, she refused
to do so. He blames the young men for their rudeness. (Children these days...) They react even more rudely, threatening to hurt the old man if he does not tell them where they can find Death; They suspect he might even be Death's spy. He tells them they can find Death under a tree around the corner. Under a tree - get it? The root of all evil? When they reach the tree, Death is not there. Instead, there are
8 bushels of gold coins. They can't believe their good luck and forget about finding Death in about two seconds. They decide to wait until nightfall to carry the gold to one of their homes so no one will accuse them of stealing it. Being players, they pull straws to decide who will go to town to bring snacks and drinks as it will be a long night. The youngest draws the short straw. When he leaves, the other two
friends decide to kill him when he comes back. Why share the gold in three ways when you can do it in two ways? The other young man has a similar plan; If he can kill the others, he'll have all the gold to himself. In town, he buys food and wine, and goes to a pharmacy claiming to need poison to kill rats. Dosing two of the wine bottles with the poison, he returns to the grove intends to his friends. Instead,
they kill him and sit down for a drink. They immediately die a painful and miserable death. We get the moral of the story: with friends those who need enemies? Or, in fact, we think greed is bad. So that is his narrative, and by the way, it is an honor and advantage for pilgrims to have a Pardoner on pilgrimage, for he can relieve them of their sins in the event that someone meets an untimely death who falls
off their horse. They don't want to die in the state of sin, do they? So Pardoner encourages pilgrims to step up and buy his relics or buy a pardon or two for use along the way. He suggests that the host is the most needy to penance, so he should be the first to buy something. He can even kiss his relics. The host is not having fun. He tells Pardoner that he'd like to cut his off and use them for relics. But
instead of putting them in a fancy reliquary he would anchor them in pig lords. Before the two come to blows, Knight steps in and tells them to calm down, make up, and get on with their journey. Fragment 6, lines 287-968 The host responds to the Doctor's Speech, which has just been told. He is shocked by the young Roman girl's death in the tale and mourns that her beauty ultimately caused the chain of
events that led her father to kill her. Wanting to cheer, the host asks Pardoner to tell the group a merrier, farcical tale. The Pardoner agrees, but will continue only after he has food and drink in his stomach. Other pilgrims interject that they would prefer to hear a moral story, and Pardoner again agrees. Summary: Prologue to Pardoner's Tale My theme is alwey oon, and evere var- Radix malorum est
Amoritas. After having a drink, Pardoner begins his Prologue. He tells the company about his employment — a combination of itinerant sermons and sales of promises of salvation. His sermon subject always remains the same: Radix malorum est Amoritas, or greed is the root of all evil. He gives a similar sermon to each congregation and then breaks his bag of relics, which he readily admits that the
listening pilgrims are fake. He will take a sheep's leg and claim that it has miraculous healing powers for all kinds of ailments. The parishioners always believe him and turn their offerings into relics, as Pardoner quickly pockets. The pardon admits that he preaches for money, not to correct sin. He argues that many sermons are a product of evil intentions. By preaching, pardons can come back at anyone
who has offended him or his brothers. In his sermon, he always preaches about covetousness, the very vice of which he himself is gripped. His only interest is to fill his ever deeper pockets. He would rather take the last penny from a widow and her starving family than give up his money, and the good cheeses, breads and wines that such an income brings him. Speaking of alcohol, he notes, he has now
finished his drink of corny ale and is ready to begin his narrative. Read a translation of Prologue to Pardoner's Tale → Summary: The Pardoner's Tale Pardoner describes a group of young people people who spend their time drinking and reveling, indulging in all kinds of excess. After commenting on their lifestyle excesses, the Pardoner engages in a tirade against vices that they practice. First of all is
gluttony, which he identifies as the sin that first caused the fall of mankind in Eden. He then attacks drunkenness, causing a man to appear mad and witless. Next is gambling, the temptation that ruins men of power and wealth. In the end, he condemns swearing. He claims that it so offends God that he banned swearing in the second commandment-placing it higher up the list than killing. After nearly two
hundred lines of sermon, apologies finally returns to its story of the Flemish youth. As three of these troublemakers sit drinking, they hear a funeral knell. One of the revelers' servants tells the group that an old friend of theirs was killed that very night by a mysterious figure named Death. The rebels are outraged, and in their drunkenness they decide to find and kill Death to avenge their friend. Traveling
down the road, they meet an old man who seems sorrowful. He says his grief comes from old age — he has been waiting for Death to come and take him for a while, and he has wandered all over the world. The youth, hearing the name death, demand to know where to find him. The old man leads them into a grove where he says he has just left Death under an oak tree. The troublemakers rush to the tree
under which they find not Death, but eight bushels of gold coins without owner in sight. At first they are speechless, but then the three remind them that if they carry the gold into the city in daylight, they will be taken for thieves. They must transport the gold under the cover of the night, and then someone has to run into the city to pick up bread and wine in the meantime. They draw lots, and the youngest of
the three loses and runs out towards the city. As soon as he is gone, the sly plotter turns to his friend and reveals his plan: when their friend returns from the city, they will kill him and therefore receive greater shares of wealth. The other troublemaker agrees, and they prepare their trap. Back in town, the youngest vagrant has similar thoughts. He could easily be the richest man in town, he realizes, if he
could get all the gold for himself. He goes to the pharmacist and buys the strongest poison available, then puts the poison in two bottles of wine, leaving a third bottle clean for himself. He returns to the tree, but the other two rebels jump out and kill him. Him.
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